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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.     
 
Last week, we heard about the Samaritan woman who meets Jesus at a well and comes to know him 
as the Messiah.  This week, we hear another account in the Gospel of John about an unnamed 
person whose encounter with the Christ transforms him.  But, the story of the man born blind 
differs in one key respect from that of the Samaritan woman: Jesus just isn’t around so much this 
week.  Jesus appeared in almost all the verses about the Samaritan woman in John’s Gospel.  In 
today’s story about the blind man, Jesus appears in only 14 verses of 41, just at the beginning and 
the end of this lengthy narrative.   
 
And in between Jesus’s two appearances, a lot happens.  After being healed by Jesus, the man born 
blind almost immediately runs into some significant problems despite his newly-received sight.  
When he goes back to his old neighborhood, his community no longer recognizes him.  Presumably, 
his face and features haven’t changed; he hasn’t even had a chance yet to change his clothes!  So, the 
only reason why his neighbors don’t see him is because they are unwilling or unable to incorporate 
him into their community in any role other than blind beggar.  As the blind man, he had a place 
among them.  As a seeing man, he has no place at all.   
 
And no sooner has he discovered this loss of social community when he is hauled in front of the 
elders of his religious community, where he is put on trial for the healing over which he had no 
control.  Again and again, they ask him about his blindness, his healing, and the one who caused his 
sight.  And when the man answers all their fear-filled questions with straight-forward descriptions 
and logical interpretations of the event, the elders “[drive] him out” of his religious community, too.   
 
Even his own family throws him under the bus.  His parents are called in to testify and they, too, 
“are afraid,” that the powerful elites will drive them out of the social and religious fabric they depend 
on.  Unwilling to sacrifice their own well-being for their son’s, they keep silent and heap any 
consequences on the once-blind man.  So, after Jesus’s departure, the man finds that the results of 
such a miraculous blessing from God through Jesus include his own rejection by the only social, 
religious, and familial communities he has ever known.   
 
Of course, at the end of this narrative, Jesus does come back a second time.  When he hears of the 
once-blind man’s problems, Jesus seeks him out and offers him the same opportunity for faith that 
the Samaritan woman received earlier in John’s Gospel.  “You have seen [the Son of Man],” Jesus 
tells him “and the one speaking with you is he.”  And, despite all his tribulations up to this point, or 
perhaps because of them, the man responds, simply, “Lord, I believe.”  So, he has gained faith, a 
relationship with the Messiah, and this story has something of a happy ending upon Jesus’s return 
into it, but the once-blind man has nonetheless suffered great losses in the time in between. 
 
And, like the once-blind man, we, too, live in between the times of Jesus’s appearances, in between 
Jesus’s first coming and his second.  Like the man in John’s Gospel, we have to figure out how to 



live through whatever trials come our way because we have been healed and transformed by God’s 
grace in and through Christ.  We, too, have to figure out how to live in the meantime between Jesus’ 
arrivals.  
 
And meantime is probably a good way to describe it.  How many of us act meanly towards others 
because it feels like there’s only so much wealth to go around, so much power, so much time, so 
much respect, and we must grab as much for ourselves as we can, as though, if we don’t, someone 
else might get it and we will have missed our chance for success in this life. But this way of living 
assumes scarcity in the world around us.  And that assumption leads to fear – fear that there won’t 
be enough for us, fear of losing something precious, fear of others who become our competitors in 
a dog-eat-dog world. And fear almost always leads right back to the meanness (in both definitions) 
that seems to describe our current reality – where people with power and wealth often act meanly, 
without generosity, in cruel and hateful ways to those with less. 
 
And so it is that the elders in John’s Gospel see Jesus, with his healing powers, as a threat to their 
own authority.  They are so sure there’s only one way to receive God’s power, and only so much of 
that power to go around, that they develop a kind of blindness – an inability to see God’s grace in 
unexpected places. And their lack of imagination leads them to cruel behaviors – towards the man 
born blind now, and eventually towards Jesus himself in the weeks ahead.   
 
And those of us who live in the meantime today must guard against developing a similar sort of 
blindness and self-regard; we must not allow ourselves to imagine that the blessings of life are 
limited and therefore must be hoarded.  Rather, as Christians, we are called to trust that instead of 
scarcity there will always be an abundance of God’s grace and blessing, enough and more than 
enough to go around.   
 
Today’s readings provide us with a way to remind ourselves of this abundance.  Psalm 23 is one of 
the Bible’s best tools for the practice of Christian faith, the trust we have in God’s promises.  Many 
of us are so familiar with this psalm that we may pass over the comforting words without paying 
attention to what they really mean.  But, Psalm 23 is an effective reminder of the abundance we have 
in God and the power of God’s grace to transform: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in 
want.”  We aren’t in a dog-eat-dog world, the psalm assures us, but one in which sheep graze beside 
each other, with all things provided by the Shepherd.  Through dark places and trying times, even 
when the whole world seems against us, the Lord “guides… along right pathways” and “revives [the] 
soul.”  And there is so much hospitality, so much power, so much love in the grace of God that 
even enemies come together over the table groaning beneath the vast abundance of what God 
provides.  
 
In this time between Christ’s first and second comings, let us not be distracted or deceived by the 
scarcity mindset of the world around us.  Let us not, like the once-blind man’s friends and 
neighbors, fail to see the healing grace of God because of our own narrow tunnel-vision.  Rather, let 
us live, in the meantime, as 23rd Psalm Christians, with eyes wide open to the abundant blessings 
God pours upon us, trusting in the goodness of the Shepherd and rejoicing to participate in the 
work of Christ who is the “light of the world.”  Amen.   


